Our Country, Canada
· Our country, Canada, occupies the northern half of the continent of North America,, generally above the 48th parallel of latitude. 





· It is the second largest country in the world with a land mass of 9 970 610 square km.  
· Approximately 33 million Canadians (1996) live in this vast land – only 2.5 people per square kilometer.  This means that Canada has far fewer people per square kilometer than most countries.  This is not always obvious, however, because the majority of Canadians live close to the border of the United States. 
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· Canadian shores touch three oceans- the Atlantic in the east, the Arctic in the North and the Pacific in the west.  



· Along part of the border that we share with the United States, Canada touches the largest body of fresh water in the world – the Great Lakes.  



· North of the Great Lakes is a huge inland sea or gulf called the Hudson Bay.  Rivers such as the St. Lawrence and the Mackenzie are among the great rivers of the world.  The oceans, lakes and rivers of Canada play an important role in Canadian life. 

 




· The land mass varies from dense forest lands, to barren treeless plains, to rocky, lake-strewn wilderness, to rolling fertile plains and high mountain ranges. 
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· Canada is made up of 10 provinces and three territories. 
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Click on each province/territory to view its Tourist Information Web Page.
· Our 2 official languages are English and French.  Most of the French speaking people live in Quebec but there are French communities across Canada.  In the English communities, French is taught in the English speaking classrooms, as well as English speaking students have the opportunity to take their schooling totally immersed in French. 

· Our First Nations people, living in Canada when the first European explorers arrived include many distinct Native cultures.  Examples include, but are certainly not limited to, the Inuit in the North, Mi'kmaq in the east and the Haida in the west. 
 

· Canada is a cultural mosaic meaning people from all over the world have chosen to make Canada their home.  We welcome them to our country and respect their diversity. 
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· School in Canada is free and all students are required to attend when they turn 5 years of age.  We have kindergarten and then grades 1 through 12.  Most students finish around 18 years of age.  
 

· We have a Prime Minister – Prime Minister Martin – as the head of our Federal Government which holds its parliament meetings in Ottawa, Ontario, our national capital.  
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View the Parliament Hill Webcam
· Our national flag was selected for our country in 1968. 




Click on the flag to view its history
· Each province and territory has its own government also, and it is headed by a premier. 

· Because or our land mass and the fact that a great deal of our country is located in the northern part of the northern hemisphere, Canada has a varied climate.  Climate conditions range from the extreme cold characteristic of the Arctic regions to the moderate temperatures of more southerly latitudes. The Canadian climate is marked by wide regional variations. In the Maritime provinces (New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward Island), extremes of winter cold and summer heat are modified by oceanic influences, which also cause considerable fog and precipitation. Along the western coast, which is under the influence of warm ocean currents and moisture-laden winds, mild summers and winters, high humidity, and abundant precipitation are characteristic. The mountain regions on the west coast of Canada receive large amounts of rain and snow. 



· Also because of our variations in climate we have a great range of wildlife from the polar bears and elk in the Arctic, bear and killer whales in the west coast, moose, deer, porcupine,beaver on the east coast, to name just a few.  See more photos here. 
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· Vegetation also varies.  We have tundra or little to no vegetation in the north, great forests of trees like the huge Sitka spruce in the west and maple and pine or fir and other hard and softwood forests in the east. 
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· Visit our ABC's of Canada webpage and get a feel for some of the history of our great country, Canada, for which we are truly proud!. 
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